
NHS Parents, 
 
Finals week is approaching.  We have included information below make sure you 
check this out especially if you are new to NHS. 
 
I have been asked if there is a pattern or frequency to my newsletters.  The answer 
to that question is… not really.  I keep track of items to send to parents on my 
whiteboard and once I get enough to warrant a newsletter, I will send one.  I do 
want you to know that if we anything of major importance or is time sensitive I 
will be sure to get that out as quickly as possible.   
 
As always there is no need for you to read the entire newsletter.  Please glance 
through and find the information that you need and disregard the rest.    
 
 
Child Abuse Training for Students 
 
The State of Indiana now requires that we provide students with a training on 
child abuse.  During an AL prior to Thanksgiving break we will be showing the 
students a training video that meets this requirement.   The video will take 
between 20 and 30 minutes. 
 
MANDATORY SENIOR MEETING DURING AL ON 11/20/19 
ALL SENIORS will be required to attend a short meeting in the auditorium during 
AL on 11/20/19 to receive ordering information for caps and gowns.  Seniors who 
have IAL and FLEX should plan to attend as well.  Seniors with JEL have received a 
message from Mr. Stuckwisch on how they will receive the needed information. 
We messaged the seniors last week about this meeting so we are sending it to 
you as well so you can remind them.   
 
Our caps and gowns are custom made for NHS.  All students are required to wear 
the Herff Jones NHS cap and gown.  The graduation gown is a rental and will be 
returned after the ceremony.  Students will keep their cap and tassel.    
 
Parents please make sure your student gets this information home to you.  The 
cover of the envelop will lay out our ordering timeline.  If your student is absent 
on 11/20/19 he/she can pick up ordering information in the office. 
 



If you have questions please contact Mrs. Mobley, Assistant Principal for seniors.   
 
 
 
Winter Dress 
Just a reminder to students that coats and blankets are not permitted in school.  
Please leave these items in lockers.  In the winter we recommend students wear 
long sleeves, sweat shirts, and sweaters to stay warm. 
 
Finals 
Finals are quickly approaching.  Finals in different classes can take on many 
formats from projects to papers, to speeches, etc.  If you have questions about 
specific class finals please contact your student’s teacher.  
 
Our finals schedule is as follows: 
12/17:  Block 2, 4, 6, then Block 7 Exam.  School day ends at 3:40. 
12/18:  Block 1 and Block 3 Exams. School day ends at 12:17. 
12/19:  Block 5 and Block 6 Exams. School day ends at 12:17. 
12/20:  Block 2 and Block 4 Exams.  School day ends at 12:17. 
 
IMPORTANT FINALS NOTE: Please note that on 12/18, 12/19, and 12/20 that we 
only have school for a half day at NHS (this is only for the high school).  School 
dismissal is at 12:17. Our busses will be here to take students home at 12:17.   If 
students stay for the remainder of the day, until 3:40, we will serve lunch and 
provide a study area in the cafe, but please note that there is no second set of 
busses.  Students who do not leave at 12:17 will need to find alternate rides home 
at 3:40.   
 
Next Safety Drill 
Just a heads up that we will be doing another safety drill sometime before the 
December break.  This drill will be more involved than our last as we titrate up to 
full safety drills.  If you or your student have concerns, please contact your 
student’s school counselor so proper supports can be put in place. 
 
 
 
 



 
Principal to Parent 
It is not uncommon for administrators to receive both general and specific 
concerns from parents and community members.  We appreciate any and all 
feedback as it draws our attention to areas where we may need improvement.  I 
am writing today to address the few anonymous letters we receive each 
semester.  Please know that we read these messages just as we would any other 
contact, but anonymous letters do drastically limit our ability to address concerns.  
Quite often anonymous letters either do not provide us with enough information 
or they generate more questions that we cannot get answered.  I understand that 
people may have concerns but please note that we will keep conversations 
confidential as much as possible.  Depending on your connection to the incident 
we can’t guarantee complete anonymity and I know this is hard for some people.  
Sometimes parents have the concern that something they say or do will be held 
against their child.  Please trust me that we don’t hold students accountable for 
their parents and no one joins our profession for this reason.  If you have a 
concern, please don’t hesitate to contact us personally so we can work toward a 
resolution.    
 
On a side note please know that we cannot always inform you of a resolution 
especially if the situation involves another person or student’s right to privacy.  
We are legally restricted on what we can and cannot divulge.  
 
 
Parent to Parent 

NHS Parents, 

I myself have two daughters (grade 7 and grade 4) and raising children today is 
very hard, to say the least.  My job as a school administrator provides me with a 
wealth of knowledge that I greatly value because it allows me insight into what I 
need to do to be a better parent to help my own children.  Let’s face it, when you 
work with over 3000 students daily you tend to learn a thing or two.  As I send out 
communications this year, I will be adding this “Parent to Parent” segment to pass 
along some of my knowledge in the hopes that it might help you as well.  The 
information I have is not top-secret by any means but if you don’t do what I do 
daily you just might not know what you don’t know. 

 



“Man, this generation of kids are weak, they are snowflakes, their music is bad, 
they don’t know what hard work is, and everyone gets a trophy…well back in my 
day… (insert how awesome we were here).”    
 
Many of us, including myself, have had this little rant from time to time and quite 
honestly our parents probably said the same thing about us.  Being critical of a 
younger generation is almost a rite of passage in the process of parenthood.  I am 
fortunate to work with 3000+ students everyday which helps set my perspective 
on this generation.  This generation of children are physically bigger, faster, and 
stronger than we ever were.  Also, they are exponentially smarter than we were 
at this age.  High school students today are trained like college athletes and they 
take the upper level coursework to match (this included the trades as well).  The 
academic and extra-curricular load these students balance every day is amazing.  
They balance this house of cards, push and push until there is nothing left and 
then they push some more.   As they are doing this we criticize them for how they 
act, react, and behave the second their house of cards comes tumbling down on 
them.   
 
As you either agree or disagree with my thoughts above please consider the 
following statement.   
 

“Our kids are living in the world we created for them.” 
 
Any complaints we have as adults about this generation of kids is really a 
testament of how well we as adults did in setting the standard for them.  My best 
comeback to someone who complains about everyone getting a trophy is that its 
adults who are giving the trophies out, not the kids.   
 
Ok, so I have rambled on for a while what’s the point?  The point is that while our 
kids are seemingly successful at balancing this house of cards we need to realize 
that in regard their maturity level and their level of brain development we are 
really pushing them down a slippery mental health slope.  In general, our kids are 
not yet wired to be able to handle this type of stress and pressure.  I call this 
generation of kids the “Zero Error” generation, meaning that they cannot make 
any mistakes at all because someone is always watching.  Between social media, 
email, group text apps for extra curriculars, live grade updates, and live 
attendance updates our kids can’t even turn in a paper late or be tardy to class 



without mom and dad finding out.  Wow, that’s a lot of pressure we put on our 
kids and it can have an impact on mental health in some cases.  Part of being a kid 
is making mistakes, that is how we learn.  The trick, as parents, is to figure out 
what lessons we can let them learn on their own and what lessons we need to 
teach them or help them avoid.        
 
As I have stated before I am far from perfect as a parent.  Here are somethings we 
do with our girls to try to help buffer this “zero-error” culture.  (Just a reminder I 
have a 4th grader and a 7th grader so these might not apply completely to your 
high school student.).    
 

1.  We directly address the areas where we don’t want them to learn by 
experience.  In other words, the consequences for mistakes in these areas 
are at too high of a cost.  We talk constantly about drinking, drugs, 
smoking, vaping, and overarching big concerns that go toward keeping our 
girls safe.  We talk about keeping their personal space safe and what is and 
isn’t ok in regard to the whole good touch bad touch scenario.  We work on 
making them observant in public areas, so they always know their escape 
routes when we are at local stores.  (I know stuff like this stinks but again 
we built this world for them so we need to teach them to be safe in it.)  The 
first thing we do when entering a large space with a lot of people is 
reviewing our family safety protocol for how to get out of a store by means 
other than the front doors.  We also talk about what to do if they can’t get 
out. 

2. The items in #1 are actually the easiest for us because they are obvious 
protections that we as parents need to be directly involved in.  This next set 
items are areas where we let our kids work to figure things out on their 
own and provide advice as requested or as needed.  These are actually 
much harder for us as parents. 

a. Friends:  We let our kids handle all of their friend drama and 
conflicts.  Our daughters have great friends but like everyone else 
they do have their little conflicts every once in a while.  This is tough 
because we have our opinions of course, but we let them handle 
these matters.  Sometimes they will confide in us and we provide 
advice as requested but for the most part we stay out of it. 

b. Grades:  The girls are accountable for their grades at the 9-week 
check points.  We don’t check their grades until the end of every nine 



weeks.  Yeah, this is a hard one but we stick to it.  We ask the girls 
about homework, remind them to get it done, and offer help when 
needed but that is it.   I remember being a student and knowing that 
when I got behind that I had until the end of the six weeks to get my 
grade up.  This system let me make the mistake and fix it on my 
own…..or I would pay the consequence from my parents.  We want 
our kids to have that same ability.  We try to teach them this now so 
that when they get older, they will be able to manage themselves 
and not depend on us to do it for them.  We feel this lesson will have 
further life reaching.  

c. Family Scheduling:  We limit the number of activities we let our girls 
participate in at one time.  They are required to participate in church 
activities and one additional activity, and no more.  There are times 
when two activities overlap (one starting as one if finishing) so we 
don’t always have one activity going on but in general this is how it 
works.  This allows us to have family time along with giving the girls 
experiences on what it is like to have the responsibility for being on 
on a team.  If our girls want to try a new activity they have to give up 
a current activity.  I can say that as our oldest progresses through 
school we have adjusted this rule to allow her to have two things 
going on here and there.  I anticipate as both girls get older this 
structure will change. 

 
As I have said being a parent is not easy.  We don’t know if what we are doing it 
right or not.  This might be completely wrong and blow up in our faces….time will 
tell.  The main thing I want to get across is that kids live in the world we have 
created for them.  As a parent you have decide what is going to be best for your 
child to teach him/her to be happy when they get older.  I do believe that success 
and happiness go hand in hand and that we can help our kids get there.  If we as 
parents don’t like the world are kids are living in then we are the ones responsible 
for changing it.   

 
 
Sorry I can’t let this one go……  Our music is so much better, it isn’t even close.  At 
our dances at NHS the kids go the craziest and dance the most when they break 
out some ‘oldies’ from the 90’s.   
 


